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Children gather around Father
Dan for a special story at the
Altar during Christmas Family
Mass , Christmas 2009. Every
year this mass seems to grow

in attendance, and this year

was no exception. Our church
is teaming with
leaders!

The ICON

Let us Celebrate our Paschal Mystery Together V
-An Easter Welcome from Fr Jim Hanna

By the time you get this

aspect of the Paschal Mys-

newsletter we will be into the tery.
Easter season and so it is still | hope that you were able to might be able to say with St.
appropriate to extend Easter be part of the community as  payl,

greetings to all of you.

we celebrated those liturgies

As you are probably aware, and that something about
the Easter season runs from them continues to bubble up yajue of knowing Christ Je-
Easter weekend until the feastin your thoughts and feelings sys, my Lord.
of Pentecost, which this year now and again.

is May 23rd.
We continue to celebrate

is more appropriately called
the APaschal

centre of our faith as Chris-
tians.

not just the resurrection of
Jesus but his death as well.
You cannot separate the
cross and the resurrection.
That is why Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter are
really one celebration rather

than three. Each liturgy helpsdeeply into the mystery of the

us to enter into a different

It is those lingering memo-

e i

Paschal Mys-
tery.  Then, over time we

Al value everyt
because of the surpassing

AFor his sake |
fered the loss of all things,

ries or feelings that are impor-and | regard them as rub-
the Easter ev dantto payfatte@tibrrtd be-t Osish, in order that | may
death and resurrection or whatause it is as we continue to  gain Christ and be found in

reflect on them that they

him, not having a righteous-

5 Nhp\e mere deeply ihto our s feds of my own that comes
weeks because it is the very being and transform us from  from the law, but one that

within without our even being

comes through faith in

aware of what is happening tochyist, the righteousness
It is important to understand us.

that the fEast &hisisexaelynwhytheo r
fiPaschal My st &:hu;clﬁ)givésrustsix wek ks ©f the power of his resurrection

AEaster ti meo
an extended period of time
when we are continually re-

from God based on faith.
il want to know

afid@he hBrdd of Ms&ufféy-a v e
ings by becoming like him in
his death, if somehow | may

mi nded of Chr igfalnné restirfedtibnfrond n d
resurrection and it has time to

penetrate our consciousness
and begin to draw us more

love that is at the heart of the

The Young Keep us YoungV er vi ew of

By DAVE PAOLINI

Two classes at the 9.30
family mass are held every
Sunday. Tim Costigan and
Lisa Porlier spearhead a
group of parents working
with the toddlers, kindergar-

rated) movie, to help the
youngsters develop in the
faith. (At the same time, it

gives their parents some quietirranged lesson plans make it

time upstairs to enjoy the

easier than it seems, so why not

excellent sermons and fantastake on a 3@ninute session in

tic singing that is the hall-

2010/117

ten and grade one kids, while mark of all masses at OLPH). Teenagers looking to secure
Dave Paolini and his teenage The size of the classes can their provincemandated

helpers accommodate gradesrange from a halllozenkids 6 communi ty ser vi
in each to close to 80 childrereidults who want to stay young

two through five.
Two readings, discussion

and often a question and an-

overall on some Sundays in
the fall and late Spring (pre

swer rTPegiordoare()bsfallanced withand postski season and
somé fuh, craft adtivities or a Christmas/March break).

scene from a religious (G

Kids-style bulletins and pre

by being with the young are
especially encouraged. For fur-
ther information please contact
the parish office at

office @olphtoronto.com
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The Evolving Responsibilities of the Building& Maintenance Committee

Fr. Jim formed this committee lawns and gardens in the sum-
soon after he arrived in the par- mer.
ish in 2002 to take responsibility The church building itselfis  Finance Council the
for overseeing the maintenance lovely we decided the grounds committee also looked at the
and repair of the parish buildings needed to reflect that, with sea- maintenance needs of the parish
and property. sonal plantings. for the foreseeable future.

At the request of the Parish

0The Church
building itself

is so lovely; we

decided the I'n the ear |l y yehAsthsfinanfes df the parismd Shey have also begun to priori-
pastorate this committee could improved, the need to renovate tize this list based on immediate

grounds only respond to crisis such as  the rectory became a priority.  and longer term needs.

needed to roof leaks and basement floodingThis was a major and costly This gives the Finance Council

some concrete data with which
to work as they begin to plan the
budget for the years to come to
meet these needs.

Until now, given the finances

because the parish finances so undertaking but one that was
t hat dight absolutely necessary and long
Early members of the commit- overdue.
tee decided it was important to The other major project the
keep the grounds in good order committee undertook was to
all year. create a fire safety plan for the of the parish, issues have been
We hired a parish. It took a significant addressed only when they be-
contractor who amount of time to gather all the came an emergency.
@l cleans the snow required data that make up such It is the hope of both the Build-
® in the winter a plan. ing and Maintenance Committee
# and who This plan was submitted to the and the Finance Council that we
# maitains the Toronto Fire Department in the can develop a plan to be more
fall of 2009. pro-active.

refl ect

The St Vincent de Paul Society cares for
Bour ONeighbours 1in
By BEY Christmas Toy Box.

Need

Gooduwill stores, where our

GRIEVE

The OLPH
conference of
the Society of
St. Vincent de
Paul Society has a dozen
members. Our main activity
is home visits to residents in
need within the parish

O6neighbours i
vouchers we provide for nec-
essary purchases.

The next Bundle Up week-
end will be on May 89, 2010.

Another major Society pro-
ject is the annual ecumenical
Canned Food Drive in Lea-
side, Moore Park and Rose-

n

Thanksdodyouc cxenwhelns- e
ing generosity, the Box over-
flowed several times and pro-
vided enough gifts for a
Christmas party for needy
children in our area.

We were fortunate enough
to even have a surplus of
goods, which we donated to a

dale on the last two Saturdays very appreciative Society con-

boundaries, to provide help imf November.

the form of food and clothing
vouchers, furniture, TTC

In 2009, volunteers from

ference at Holy Cross, which
didnét have

OLPH and the other participat- the increased demand from

tokens, etc., plus encourage-ing churches collected about
20,000 items on November 28, difficulty.

ment and moral support.

In addition to home visits, which were distributed to food

our conference participates ifpanks, including a few oper-
various special activites. Forated by the Society.

example, we normally have

Sobeyds

two Bundle Up weekends pelbeen very cooperative in col-
year. During these weekenddgcting on our behalf, so the

we collect mainly soft goodsfinal total was closer to 30,000 ful.

such as clothing, bedding,
towels, donated by OLPH

parishioners, which are delivDecember, OLPH parishioners

ered either to Society or

food items.
In addition, every year in
but e

contr.i to

their residents in economic

None of these activities
would be possible without the
full support of our pastor and

s u p e r ©@hPH lparishiorters, $or which

we are
most grate-

the S

enou.
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Our hearts and souls get so much inspiration from our choir. Feel
free to lift your voice and join in!

seasons. In addition,
By CAROLYNNE GODIN we sing with the vari

~_ ous activities for the

Our Lady Of Perpetual Help Church Choir ischurches on the Hill

a wonderful group of people who love to ecumenical functions
sing, and to worship through music! such as the Advent

Adults and youth singers are welcome, and geryice or World Day
love of music is our only requirement. The ¢ Prayer services.

Welcome Chris
and Melissa!

At the Easter Vigil mass at
OLPH, Chris Lee and Melissa
Leonituk received three Sacra-
ments- Baptism, Confirmation

choir performs at the 11:00 masses, singing  The choir also sing | Sif 4 2!} and the Eucharist.
both traditional and modern music i_n Our WOr- 5t weddings and fu- Nz~ V. They had been taking the
oo P ship, and leading the s to continue to RCIA course since last Septem-
& SNGING l congregation in hymn  foster musical participation in our congrega- ber, with the RCIA team com-
b‘hlﬁé}k_&‘ singing. tion. prised of Mary Chalmers, Mar-
‘\—U ; Rehearsals are on The choir has been a regular part of the  garet Boland, Dympne O'Byrne
c( w 7T Thursday evenings. We | pH family for many years. Presently we and Sue Wayne and Lay Pastoral
N 2 enjoy performing an have two fine organists, Mr. Peter Daly and Associate Karen Corcoran.
: annual concert for the  \jr. Frank O'Grady, and the music director is -For more photos or more infor-
community, having had 5. carolynne Godin. mationplease see the OLPH

TEsEeER o various themes over the  gjngers are welcome to join us anytime!

past, either during the  gimply contact the Parish Office for furthe
~s=oizwe=== Christmas or Easter information.

The parish Finance Council ispeople in the parish with the  Along with this we have
an advisory body responsible necessary skills for the role. been looking towards the
for working with the pastor to  He tries to appoint at least ~ future and working with thd
manage the finances of the par-one new member every year parish Building and Mainte
ish and to oversee all adminis- so that there is always a freshnance Committee to assess April 3, 2010
trative and personnel issues  perspective being brought to future building and mainte-  Apove, Chris and Melissa in

within the parish. the table. nance needs for the parish.  their baptismal gowns, with Fr
Canon Law (the law of the Since we have just beguna This committee is preparingjim, and Mary and Margaret

Church) requires every parish new year, The Finance Coun-a list of work that will eventu- (RCIA members)

to have a finance council. cil is working on preparing a ally need to be done to main-

At OLPH we are very fortu-  financial report on 2009 for  tain the church and grounds.
nate to have parishioners with the parish as well as a budget We have asked them to pri-
the skills necessary to make upfor 2010. oritize that list and to begin to
a well balanced and effective Over the past two years we cost out some of the
council. have been working with the items so that we hav

We can call on parishioners parish Administrative Assis- an idea of what we
who have expertise in the areastant to computerize all of our need to be budgetinc

of finance, budgeting, admini- financial records. for in the future. ; . ’
stration, human resources and  This is now making the The current mem- Finance Council
the law. process of preparing reports bers on the parish ~ §

As pastor, it mucheaBier and thoreneffex- finanee council in-
sponsibility to select and ap-  tive. clude the following:
point parishioners to the coun-  While we continue to over- Fr. Jim; Michael De-
cil. see the regular operating Santis; Brian Dour-

He does this in consultation budget for the parish we have ley; Arne Luik; Janet
with both the current members also been working to reduce MacMillan; Saverio
of the council as well as other our current parish debt as Manzo; Robert
parishioners who may know  quickly as possible. McGrath; Carol

McNamara




Are you inter-
ested in helping
out with the par-
ish newsletter?

The Icon needs
you! Please con-
tact newslet-
ter@olphtoronto.c
om with photos,
story ideas, or
interest in writ-

The Icon
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Pastoral Council has a mission @ thanks to our parishioners.

The parish Pastoral Council ning out of which came a
is an advisory body consistingseries of pastoral concerns as The concern that emerged

of parishioners of the parish
and formed by the pastor to
work with him in a consulta-
tive capacity to address the
pastoral needs of the parish
community.

well as the beginnings of a
Parish Mission Statement.
Since then the Council
spent significant time work-
ing with the material pro-
vided during the planning

Whether or not a parish has sessions and finalized our

a pastoral council is deter-

Parish Mission Statement
which reads as follows:

statement.

as a focus for the Council is
that of new parishioners. We
have been registering ap-
proximately a hundred and
twenty new individuals or
families per year over the
last several years.

But one of the concerns
that the Council noted is that

ing/ editing this mined by the administrative
publication. style of the pastor. Pastoral when new parishioners ar-
Thanks! Councils are not rive, they can

required by

remain anony-

church law and,
while they are

encouraged by th
Archdiocese, the
Archdiocese has
not required them
but rather left it td
the discretion of

By calling on the many and unique talents of its
members to fully know and live the Christian
message, Our Lady of Perpetual Help Roman
Catholic Church strives to be a dynamic and

welcoming parish that is responsive to the spiritua
needs of the whole community through all the cycles

of life.

mous for a long
time.

This can
leave that indi-
vidual or family
ifeeling isolated
| in the commu-
ity like

the pastor as to Astrangers i
whether or not a strangie | anc
council is formed and it can also
in a parish. deprive the
The role of a pastoral coun- Along with this the Council parish of the gifts they might
cil is to work with the pastor has been sorting through the have to offer. So the Council
to identify the pastoral needs various areas of concern is working on developing a
of the parish community and raised by those who partici- more comprehensive
to find creative ways to re-  pated in the planning ses- i Wel comi ng Progr e

spond to those needs.

OLPH has had a Pastoral
Council for at least five or six
years. The Council meets
approximately once per
month from September to

sions to identify the areas of
priority and to begin to ex-
plore what might be done to
address them.

Because of the number of
pastoral concerns identified,

new parishioners which we
hope to have in place by the
fall of 2010.

The current members on
the parish Pastoral Council
include the following: Fr.

Jim; Alain Agostini; Erin
Carrique; Karen Corcoran;

Fr Rixon helped with the
di splay of th

May. Each meeting lasts it took the Council signifi-
abo@ an hduoahcdadhalf. cant time to collate and pri-
Parishioners will recall that oritize the data and to reflect Janet Faulds; Krysta Foss;
several years ago the Council on where to begin and how Audrey Heinz; Hugh Kelly;
initiated a year long process best to do so especially in the Brian Magee; Henry Miller;
of pastoral plan- light of our parish mission Angela Stirpe; Brian Wayne

Bible March 24th. (See
story below)

Presentation of the Saint John's Bible made at OLPH on March 24

Fr. Scott Lewis, S.J. from Regis College in Toronto spoke ab@udcording to
Scripture: Discovering Jesus in the Old Testamdr# brought 3three huge vol-
umes of thisSaint John's Bibleto OLPH, each about 25 x 16 in. They are repro-
ductions of the first complete edition of the Bible to be hatribed and hand
illuminated in over 500 years! Not to be confused with St. John's Gospel, this is
the complete Bible (total 7 volumes) that originated in 1998 at Saint John's Abbey
and University in Minnesota. After touring, they will be displayed at Regis Col-
lege. More info atvww.saintjohnsbible.org




