My Kenyan Experience
by Jackie de Santis (August 2008)

From July 14 to August 2, | participated in a L ad
volunteer initiative in Kenya This amazing
initiative included highlights such as improving |
community development by building a school;
being educated about the culture by exploring the
local village and studying Swahili; going through
leadership training exercises to get inspired; and
learning about the environment through nature
walks with knowledgeable locals. | found out about
the trip through the organization called Leader’s
Today http://www.leaderstoday.com. This
organization is dedicated to helping youth realize
their full leadership, educational and developmental View of “Heaven” from Mara
potential through inspiring and interactive activities.
It was founded in 1999 by the Kielburger brothers who also founded Free the Children. The trip
offered a chance for young individuals like myself, to not only give back, but to develop
leadership skills. | felt that this would be an amazing trip to partake on, and would be an
incredible way to also do community service.

ETHIOPIA

Welcometo Kenya
| arrived in Nairobi after two days of travel

with the 25 other students on the volunteer trip. We
were al a little weary from our traveling, and
looking forward to a good sleep. However, we
were aready faced with a challenge. Half of the
group’s luggage, including mine, had been delayed
at the Brussels airport, where we had a stopover. It
e arrived a week later. Despite this drawback, we
Ocean were all excitedto start our journey.
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Arrival/Opening Ceremonles
The next day we drove out to the Maasa
Mara, to a Maasai community called Olosyoi. This £
would become our home for the next two weeks. We
stayed in a Mobile camp in tents five minutes away
from the local school, where we would be building
six additional classrooms. After settling into the
camp, we went to the school, where we were
welcomed with open and gracious arms by the
community. The headmaster of the primary school
and other prominent elders of the community &
delivered moving speeches of gratitude towards our |~ My Tent—6 People




prospective help, making us fedl as if we were a part of the community. We were each given a
necklace made by the women of the community which was unexpected and heartwarming. After
these ceremonies, we got to meet and play with the children. They were all so eager to show us
around and play with us. | truly felt welcomed by the community and could not wait to start
working on the school.

We dept in canvas tents, ate in one big open mess tent, and had canvas tents for the
bathroom (which was a hole in the ground with a plastic seat on top). We had €electricity for a
few hours in the night, but otherwise had no control over when it was on or off.

Helping to Build Schools
We began working the next day. One group of

people was chiseling dry mortar off a finished
classroom to define the bricks. Another job was
removing metal trusses from the top of a classroom.
The other job, which | was working on, was mixing
mortar for the bricks of another classroom. This
required a lot of upper body strength as we were
manually shoveling cement, sand and water. When
mixed, we placed a layer of the mortar on the ground
and placed the bricks on top of this. We then filled the
gaps with more mortar and continued this process.

' While working, the children who were on recess
distracted us from our work and we would always play with them on breaks.

Throughout our stay | built relationships
with the children in the village, gaining new
playmates and friends. For the next two weeks
every morning, we walked from our camp to the
school to work. A few days later, we decided to
work in the morning and afternoon. By the end
of our stay, we managed to build 9 layers of the
school, remove metal trusses from two of the
classrooms, and fill the metal trusses on two
buildings with the cement, sand, and rocks (a
very difficult and strenuous task). We aso g
moved two large piles of rocks, cleared a path to
the well and started building a stone path from the gates of the school to the grounds.
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Safari
During the two weeks in the community, we got a chance learn new things, and see the
Mara region. We went on a day-long safari where we got to see amazing landscape and beautiful
animals in the wild. We saw hundreds wildebeest and zebras, many gazelles, giraffes, hippos,
water buffalo, lions and a family of elephants. It was amazing to see these animals so close in
their natural environment.




